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Executive Summary 
During the 77th session of the Nevada Legislature, Erin Merryn provided testimony to members 
of the Nevada Legislature and the attending public, in the hopes that Nevada would join other 
states in the development of a task force on the prevention of the sexual abuse of children.  
Providing estimations around the number of children who are sexually abused is difficult.  
Definitions of sexual child abuse differ, many cases go unreported, and the time frames by 
which cases are measured are sometimes different.  With this in mind, Finklehor, Hammer, and 
Sedlak (2004) suggest that 4% of adult males and 17% of adult females report contact sexual 
abuse as a child. Erin herself was one of these alarming statistics.  With over 43 million 
survivors of child sexual abuse in America, this is not a problem that is going to go away without 
the intervention of citizens and lawmakers alike. 
 
Child sexual abuse crosses all socioeconomic lines; no child is immune.  Equally disturbing 
statistics lie in the fact that children are most often abused by those they know, trust and often 
love.  This provides a measure of clarification for the fact that the vast majority of children 
never disclose their victimization. Of those victims that do disclose, only a fraction files an 
official report. Research estimates that official reports (or police reports) are filed in only 30% 
of the cases of abuse and exploitation (Darkness to Light, 2012).  
 
According to a study by the National Institute of Justice (1996), the reported cases of child 
sexual abuse costs our country $35 billion a year. That number has increased significantly over 
the years. The immediate economic impacts are obvious: medical care, emergency services; 
victim services; and the cost to the judicial system. Often, the impacts of the long term costs 
are forgotten. For victims, the future lack of productivity, long term poor physical health, school 
failure, high risk behaviors such as substance abuse, behavioral problems as well as long term 
mental health costs all represent an additional and significant cost.  
 
{ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ aǎΦ aŜǊǊȅƴΩǎ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅΣ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ .Ǌƛŀƴ {ŀƴŘƻǾŀƭ ŀŘŘŜŘ bŜǾŀŘŀ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
group of states who are fighting to end this horrendous crime and ensure a brighter and safer 
future for our children. The Nevada Task Force on the Prevention of the Sexual Abuse of 
Children was established through the passage of Senate Bill 258, now codified into NRS 
432B.700-730. The Task Force was charged with studying and identifying strategies, goals and 
recommendations for preventing child sexual abuse.  Task Force members carefully examined a 
balance of research and real life experience, and have made recommendations to educate 
children, school staff, families and communities on child sexual abuse.  
 
The Task Force recommendations are based on what was learned through research and 
testimony, and have been grouped into two main categories: Primary and Secondary/Tertiary 
Prevention. The recommendations born out of these two emergent categories serve to move 
Nevada closer to achieving the following goals: 1) Improved education of lawmakers and the 
public; 2) Prevention of occurrence and reoccurrence of abuse; and, 3) Provision of crucial 
support to victims and their families. 
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Members of the Task Force share the common vision of a world where children have the 
opportunity to grow up safe, healthy, and whole. Child sexual abuse threatens this vision and 
the Task Force worked diligently to provide recommendations that would, if implemented go 
far to eliminate this terrible crime.   
 
The Task Force recognizes that many of the recommendations made may present fiscal, 
programmatic and logistical challenges in implementation. While recognizing these challenges, 
we must remember that if child sexual abuse were a disease, it would be one of the largest 
epidemics in our country, and resources would be allocated to eradicate it.  It is unacceptable 
for the State of Nevada to fail to move forward as a leader in our commitment to protect 
NeǾŀŘŀΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ōȅ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǘƻ ŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ŀōǳǎŜΦ  It is with the 
ƘƻǇŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜΣ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ bŜǾŀŘŀΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƛǎ 
respectfully submitted. 
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Nevada Task Force on the Prevention of Sexual Abuse of Children 
Final Report to Governor Sandoval 
NRS 432B.730 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Background 
During the 77th (2013) Legislative Session, Governor Brian Sandoval signed Senate Bill 258 (NRS 
432B.700-730) which created the Task Force on the Prevention of Sexual Abuse of Children.  
The Task Force, created within the Division of Child and Family Services consisted of members 
representing the bŜǾŀŘŀ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘǳǊŜΤ !ǘǘƻǊƴŜȅ DŜƴŜǊŀƭΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜΤ Department of Education; 
Division of Child and Family Services; representatives from agencies and organizations involved 
in the prevention, investigation, prosecution and/or treatment of cases of child abuse in 
Nevada; and, appointed members of the Nevada public with an interest in the prevention of 
child sexual abuse. 
 
The Task Force was charged with studying and identifying strategies, goals and 
recommendations for preventing child sexual abuse based on the following activities: 
 

¶ Gathering information concerning the sexual abuse of children in this State; 

¶ Receiving reports and testimony from persons, State and local governmental entities, 
community-based organizations and other public and private organizations; 

¶ Consulting with employees of the Division of Child and Family Services, the Department 
of Public Safety, the Department of Education and any other State agency or 
department as necessary to accomplish the duties of the Task Force; and 

¶ Recommending goals and policies to prevent the sexual abuse of children in this State.
 

The Statute also provided the following opportunities with regards to the recommendations, 
allowing for: 
  

¶ Age-appropriate curriculum for pupils in prekindergarten through grade five;

¶ Training for school personnel; 

¶ Providing educational information in school handbooks, pamphlets and other materials, 
for parents and guardians, including, without limitation: 

o The warning signs of sexual abuse of children; and  
o Assistance, referral or information concerning resources. 

¶ The provision of: 
o Counseling and other resources available to any child in this State affected by 

sexual abuse; and, 
o Emotional and educational support for any child in this State who has 

experienced sexual abuse, to allow the child to succeed in school. 

¶ Policy recommendations which may address, without limitation: 
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o Methods to increase awareness in teachers, students and parents of issues 
regarding the sexual abuse of  children, including, without limitation, warning 
signs that a child might be a victim of sexual abuse; 

o Actions that a child who is the victim of sexual abuse can take to obtain 
assistance and intervention; and 

o Counseling options available for students affected by sexual abuse. 
 
The Task Force was granted a two month extension for the submission of the report, and met 
ten times, listening to the testimony of experts and collaborating on the recommendations 
presented in this report.  The meetings were conducted pursuant to the Open Meeting Law 
(NRS 241). 
 

Nature and Dynamics of Child Sexual Abuse 

Child sexual abuse is often referred to as a silent epidemic either due to ignorance or denial of 
the problem.  Child sexual abuse is any interaction between a child and an adult (or an older 
juvenile) in which the child is used for the sexual gratification of the adult. It can include contact 
(touching of the vagina, penis, breast or buttocks, oral-genital contact or sexual intercourse) 
and non-contact behaviors (voyeurism, exhibitionism, or exposing the child to pornography). 
Force, as it is typically understood, is often not involved, but perpetrators use deception, 
threats and other forms of coercion (NCTSN, 2009). 
 
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (2006), one in four girls and one in 
six boys will be the victim of child sexual abuse by the time they turn 18 years old. This means 
there are more than 42 million adult survivors of child sexual abuse in the United States and 
three million of these survivors are still children. It is estimated that only one out of every ten 
victims ever disclose their abuse and that 93% of these victims are abused by someone they 
know; someone in a position of trust or authority (CACI, 2011).  
 
It is difficult to recognize a child sex offender.  They cannot be picked out of a crowd. Offenders 
come from every socio-economic class, race, gender, profession, and religion. They have the 
title of dad, step-dad, grandpa, uncle, coach, lawyer, babysitter, police officer, fire fighter, 
judge, Boy Scout leader, pastor, teacher, mom, and step-mom. Shockingly, 93% of the time 
children are abused by a person who is supposed to protect them; a person in a position of 
trust or authority. These offenders are generally viewed by their peers as law abiding citizens, 
are well educated, and have a strong religious background (CACI, 2011). 
 
In almost every case, the only witnesses to this crime are the perpetrator and the victim. 
Perpetrators often tell the child this is a secret and no one will believe them. Children rarely 
report abuse immediately. Often, they feel a sense of guilt or shame surrounding the abuse and 
in these cases, delayed disclosure is the norm. Most victims remain silent until several years 
after the abuse, if they ever tell at all (APA, 2005).  
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The High Cost of Child Sexual Abuse 

Darkness to Light (2012) reported child sexual abuse costs our country $35 billion a year which 
is a number that has only increased since the date of the report. While the financial burden of 
this problem is important, it does not speak to the additional loss to those who experience 
sexual abuse and the personal cost of the multitude of adverse outcomes that many victims 
suffer. Adverse childhood events, such as child sexual abuse are closely associated with the 10 
Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ƻŦ ŀŘǳƭǘ ŘŜŀǘƘ όCŜƭƛǘǘƛΣ Ŝǘ ŀƭΦΣ мффуύΦ  ¢ƘǊŜŀǘǎ ǘƻ ŀ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ 
well-being include: High risk of school failure, self mutilation, persistent post traumatic stress 
disorder, drug and alcohol abuse, a significantly increased risk for abuse in subsequent 
relationships, difficulty in forming meaningful and trusting relationships, cognitive deficits, 
depression, dissociative symptoms, and suicide (CAIC, 2011). Adverse consequences of child 
sexual abuse for children and society can last a lifetime, depriving a child of their full potential.  
 

Child Sexual Abuse Statistics and Research 
Accurate statistics on the prevalence of child and adolescent sexual abuse are difficult to collect 
due to underreporting and the lack of a cohesive and consistent definition of what constitutes 
such abuse. Despite these challenges, research has provided a great deal of information that 
can be used to prevent and intervene in child sexual abuse.  Below are just some of the facts 
that have emerged as a result of research conducted by nationally recognized organizations 
such as the American Psychological Association, National Center for Victims of Crime, Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention and the National Sexual Violence Resource Center. 

¶ Research has defined the characteristics of those who abuse children.  

¶ Research shows that children are most often abused by those they know, trust and 
often love. 

¶ Research has identified the personality, socioπeconomic, racial and environmental 
characteristics of children at greatest risk for abuse. 

¶ Research shows that those who abuse children groom their victims and manipulate 
them into silence. 

¶ Research reveals the nature of potentially abusive adult/child relationships within 
youthπserving organizations. 

¶ Research identifies what signs to look for in a child we suspect may be the victim of 
sexual abuse or exploitation. 

¶ Research provides methods to assist adults in overcoming the barriers to taking action 
to protect and prevent child sexual abuse. 

Additional research supports the following statistics: 

¶ Governmental research has estimated that approximately 300,000 children are abused 
every year in the United States. 

¶ Children with disabilities are at a 5 fold increased risk of abuse, particularly if their 
disability impairs their perceived credibility, e.g., blindness, deafness, speech delay or 
disorder and developmentally delayed (Sullivan & Knutson, 2000; and Stirling & 
Flaherty, 2010). 

¶ Those with a prior history of sexual victimization are extremely likely to be revictimized.  
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¶ School-aged children tend to be at greater risk for sexual abuse as illustrated in Figure 1 
below. 

 
 
                         Figure 1 

 

 
 

¶ Boys (and later, men) tend not to report their victimization, which may affect statistics. 
Some men even feel societal pressure to be proud of early sexual activity regardless of 
whether it was unwanted. 

¶ Boys are more likely than girls to be abused outside of the household. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

10% 

29.10% 

25% 

35.90% 

Child Sexual Abuse Victims 

0-3 Years Old

4-7 Years Old

8-11 Years Old

12 Years and Older

I was babysitting (I was probably around 12 or 13) and the dad made a pass at me when he 
was giving me a ride home.  I refused and he didn't press me.  I didn't say anything to 
anyone, but never babysat for that family again.  I have often wondered if he did things to 
anyone else, including his children. When you keep abuse silent, it may endanger others. 
 

Nevada Victim and Survivor 
of Child Sexual Abuse 
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Child Sexual Abuse in Nevada: Reported and Substantiated Cases 
 
Figure 2 below illustrates the statewide reported and substantiated cases of child sexual abuse 
over the last four state fiscal years.  These numbers are a perfect example of the challenge in 
obtaining accurate numbers. While these numbers reflect an important population that 
deserves our attention and services, it does not represent the true picture of child victims in 
Nevada.  Causes for underreporting are addressed throughout this report.  
 
Figure 2 

 
 

Conclusion 
Child sexual abuse exploits and degrades children and can cause lifelong damage to cognitive, 
social, and emotional development of a child. As a society, we have a collective responsibility to 
prevent child sexual abuse. To accomplish this, we must initiate and support services and 
policies that ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ as well as health and safety. We must advocate 
for policies and programs to help meet the basic needs of children and families. We must 
promote research, training, and public education to strengthen protective factors that not only 
buffer the negative effects of sexual abuse but also directly reduce the prevalence of those risk 
factors. If we engage adults in removing or reducing opportunity for victimization, preparing 
children appropriately, and employing protective strategies for highπrisk children who may not 
have strong home support, it is logical to assume that there will be fewer incidents of child 
sexual abuse. If we use this knowledge to identify children who demonstrate signs of sexual 
abuse, it is reasonable to believe that there will be improved interventions for victimized 
children, as well as reduction in re-victimization. 

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 YTD

29A  Sexual Penetration Abuse 52 25 31 56 19

29N  Sexual Penetration Neglect 21 14 11 30 16

30A  Sexual Molestation Abuse 58 61 51 81 37

30N  Sexual Molestation Neglect 12 17 20 38 9

31A  Sexual Exploitation Abuse 6 6 7 20 3

31N  Sexual Exploitation Neglect 0 2 1 3 6

33A  Sexual Risk Abuse 88 73 52 193 75

33N  Sexual Risk Neglect 40 57 35 119 38
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Task Force Recommendations 

 

 

 
 
           
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

PRIMARY RECOMMENDATION 
 

Create a continuing Statewide, multi-discipline task force to begin the implementation of 
the proposed recommendations, including the research around costs to implement, funding 
resources, designating lead agencies and setting priorities. Ensure that part of this task 
ŦƻǊŎŜΩǎ continued mission is to work with local communities either with existing coalitions 
(e.g. Prevent Child Abuse Nevada, Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Coalition, Child 
Welfare Network, Rape Crisis Center), or to establish local coalitions focused on eliminating 
child sexual abuse. This task force should work to further inform the other 
recommendations listed in this report in order to identify and reduce the factors that fuel 
the demand for children to be sexually exploited and abused. Stakeholders from all 
interested/relevant agencies, task forces, committees, and groups would organize efforts in 
order to increase impact.  
 

Discussion:  The research and discussion contained in this report not only 
highlights the frightening prevalence of child sexual abuse in our society 
but also brings to focus the underlying message that many children are 
unaware of the threat that sexual abuse poses, and are uneducated on 
how to stop the abuse from occurring. It is our duty to take proactive steps 
ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƘƻǊǊƛŦƛŎ ǘǊŜƴŘΦ It is estimated 
that 325,000 children per year are currently at risk of becoming victims of 
commercial child sexual exploitation (Estes & Weiner, 2002). More can be 
accomplished by combining knowledge, skills and resources. Coalitions can 
achieve more widespread reach within a community than any single 
organization and provides a forum for information sharing. 
 
Nevada must have the courage to openly discuss and address child sexual 
abuse. Within our reach is the opportunity to become a State that is known 
for protecting and prioritizing its children. Children who grow up with 
bodily and psychological integrity become productive adults with the full 
capacity to serve their families, communities and State. A report is just a 
report and the proposed recommendations are the starting point towards 
bŜǾŀŘŀΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŜǊŀŘƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ŀōǳǎŜΦ  9ŦŦƻǊǘǎ Ƴǳǎǘ 
continue towards the implementation of these recommendations, 
including exploring fund sources, as well as identifying agencies and 
organizations to take the lead in certain areas. 
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PRIMARY PREVENTION 
άtǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘƻǇ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 
it initially occurs. These strategies reduce the factors that put 
people at risk for experiencing violence. They also increase the 
ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻǊ ōǳŦŦŜǊ ǘƘŜƳ ŦǊƻƳ ǊƛǎƪΦέ ό/5/Σ нлмпύ 
 
Child sexual abuse prevention is the responsibility of every adult. 
However, prevention methods must be comprehensive in nature 
and target children, parents and staff in youth-serving 
organizations, schools and the community at large. Research 
shows that investing in child abuse prevention programs not only 
results in making children less vulnerable targets for abuse, but  
yields a 19 to 1 savings over the long-term costs to society from 
child abuse (SFCAPC, 2014). Ultimately, by utilizing primary 
prevention methods in the education of children about self 
protection and speaking out, they will be able to protect 
themselves. As adults, they will be able to protect their own 
children and end the intergenerational code of silence that 
pervades our society regarding childhood sexual abuse. These 
programs have the potential to substantially reduce child sexual 
abuse in Nevada. 
 
 

 

 
  

άAbuse can start out in 
such subtle ways that it 
doesn't even seem 
wrong.  I really didn't feel 
like a victim with my 
grandpa for so many 
years.  He started abusing 
me so young.  He let me 
cuss, let me drink, let me 
do whatever I wanted 
when I spent the 
summers there.  As the 
abuse progressed, I would 
tell myself he didn't mean 
to touch me there when 
he hugged me, or tickled 
me, etc.  When I turned 
18, he forced me into 
something that I could no 
longer say he didn't mean 
to do.  Being 18, I felt 
more responsible, more 
guilty.  As I looked back 
over the years, I realized 
how much he had abused 
me my whole life - and it 
felt like a set-ǳǇΦέ 
 
Nevada Victim and 
Survivor of Sexual Abuse 
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Pre-K - 12th Grade Education                   
 

RECOMMENDATION #1 
The task force should work in collaboration with the Department of Education as well as other 
early childhood education providers to recommend, require (when appropriate) and establish 
statewide standards for childhood sexual abuse prevention curriculum from pre-kindergarten 
through 12th grade. Curriculum should include age appropriate training for students at every 
grade level about sexual abuse prevention, covering topics such as: safe and unsafe touching; 
media literacy; bystander support; personal boundaries; risk factors to avoid; dating violence; 
internet; social media and smart phone safety; grooming tactics used by pedophiles and online 
predators; where to go for help for self or others; and, opportunities for students to participate 
in extracurricular activities, volunteer and mentoring programs designed to provide and 
promote self-esteem and assertiveness.  Selected curriculum should have research to support 
its effectiveness (evidence based, research based, promising practice). A parent prevention 
portion should also be included in the adopted curriculum. 

 
 Discussion: Very few cases of child sexual abuse involve force.  These are most 
often cases of manipulation, where the abuse begins with grooming, followed 
by inappropriate sexual contact and more significant contact over time.  By 
proactively building competencies in children regarding sexual abuse prevention, 
several important goals may be achieved: (1) Children are less likely to be 
sexually abused; (2) Children are more likely to come forward immediately if 
they are sexually abused; and (3) Children are more likely to be referred to 
appropriate services and less likely to suffer long term negative effects, thereby 
consuming societal resources (CACI, 2011). Discussion and research has revealed 
that child sexual ŀōǳǎŜ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ bŜǾŀŘŀΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƛǎ ƭŀŎƪƛƴƎΣ 
particularly in the middle school grades (See Appendix A). It is critical that age 
appropriate curriculum be provided at each grade level.  

 
 Almost half our middle and high school students are involved in some type of 
sexual relationship with peers.  These relationships are significant ƛƴ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
life, based on their developmental stages, and they may not be prepared for the 
overwhelming emotions and results that come from these relationships. 

 
Parents can be ideal messengers for prevention efforts.  They can have a direct 
effect on their children, other parents and many professionals with whom they 
deal with on a daily basis. For some adults, being a protective parent comes 
naturally because it was modeled by caregivers in their formative years. Other 
parents need more assistance in learning how to become protective parents. 
One of the most important strategies for parents is to observe and monitor the 
relationships their children have with adolescents and adults and understand 
steps to take for support and assistance. Invitation to attend a prevention 
program should come from schools, doctors or other professionals and not from 
public advertising. 
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RECOMMENDATION #2 
Pre-K-12 prevention curriculum standards should be accessible and available to all school 
formats in Nevada including private and home school programs and there should be 
recommended adaptations and implementation for private, charter, online schools, and home 
schooling organizations. 
 
  Discussion: Not all children attend public schools; according to the 2013 Nevada 

Education DataBook, 5.5% ƻŦ bŜǾŀŘŀΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ŜƴǊƻƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ Ǉrivate schools.  It is 
also important to remember that not all children are enrolled in a traditional 
school day format.  It is critical that a wide net be cast in order to ensure all 
children receive information and, in turn, the prevention efforts become a 
collaborative effort. This can be accomplished by bringing together a diverse group 
of stakeholders from the community, school, youth services providers, coalitions, 
etc. to collaboratively set a community prevention vision, conduct needs 
assessments and identify trainings. 

RECOMMENDATION #3 
Offer access to enhanced professional development in this field to both the public and private 
school sectors as well as protocols for dealing with disclosures or suspected abuse. Protocols 
should include steps and processes for sharing alleged abuse information should a student 
transfer to a new school.  
 

Discussion: Professionals new to their field often have little practical experience 
with addressing barriers to the recognition and subsequent reporting of child 
sexual abuse.  Ongoing training will provide tools necessary to overcome these 
obstacles. 

 
RECOMMENDATION #4 
Policies should be developed within educational institutions 
designed to prevent child sexual abuse by educational 
professionals.  
 

Discussion: Shakeshaft (2003) found that 9.6 percent 
of students in a national survey reported 
experiencing educator sexual abuse (of contact and 
non-contact types) at some point in their previous k-
12 school years. Data suggest more female 
perpetrators (42.8% compared to 57.2% male) than 
is commonly assumed (Educator Sexual Misconduct, 
2004). The same report also summarizes evidence 
that 28.3% of this sexual abuse is same-sex abuse 
(15.2% male-male and 13.1% female-female).  
 
 

I had a relationship with my 
teacher for three years: 6th, 7th and 
8th ƎǊŀŘŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
feel like a victim.  I wanted and 
welcomed the attention from him.  
I really believed him when he said 
he would leave his wife and marry 
me when I turned 18. 
 
Nevada Victim and Survivor of 
Child Sexual Abuse 
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Community Partners and Programs 
RECOMMENDATION #5 
Recommend licensing agencies such as the State Board of Health adopt prevention curriculum 
standards for child care or early childhood education centers, community centers, teen 
pregnancy centers, faith-based organizations, and libraries.  
 

Discussion:  According to the Centers for Disease, Control and Prevention (2006), 
there has been a decline in child sexual abuse since certain youth serving 
organizations such as Scouts, summer camps and after school programs have 
implemented prevention policies. The more agencies that deal with children and 
youth are educated about child sexual abuse including recognizing the signs of 
active or potential abuse and the more they are able to educate children about 
these same issues,   the more these programs will reduce the potential pool of 
victims for sexual predators. It is also important for these organizations to have 
screening, training and prevention policies in place so children are not placed at 
unnecessary risk when taking part in the programs. 

 
RECOMMENDATION #6 
Require institutes of higher education in Nevada to provide training to future providers (e.g. 
psychology, social work, human services, nursing, public health, education, medical), focused 
on increasing community resilience and healthy sexuality that is linked to professional 
accreditation. 
  

Discussion: According to the Prevention Institute (2009), with appropriate 
training, providers can become highly effective advocates for prevention policies.  
By expanding the notion of provider, it is possible to mobilize a broader group in 
advancing sexual abuse prevention. These professionals will have access to youth 
and families within communities, and can serve as leaders in prevention, 
particularly when they begin their profession with this mission in mind.     

 
RECOMMENDATION #7 
Assist schools and community agencies to promote and expand recreation programs for 
adolescents during after-school care for children of working parents, as an effective way of 
helping them to avoid sub-par care situations. 
  

Discussion: Sexual assaults on children are most likely to occur at 8 a.m., noon 
and between 3 and 4 p.m. For older children, ages 12-17, there is a peak in the 
assaults in the later evening hours (Snyder, 1999). 1 in 7 incidents of sexual 
assault perpetrated   by juveniles occur on school days in the after-school hours 
between 3 and 7.  After school care is an essential and important part of many 
working families and a luxury that some cannot afford.  The provision and 
expansion of programs not only limits exposure to potential perpetrators by 
providing a higher standard of care for children, but provides an opportunity for 
providers to teach social and emotional (prevention) skills. 


