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PIP ltem 5.1.3

Collaborate with CIP select committee, youth and community stakeholders
to focus on improving youth transition, including youth participation in
court and develop a plan.

In collaboration with the Court Improvement Program (CIP) and in
assessing what the issues were in reference to improving youth transition and
their participation in court it was identified that many judges did not know what
questions to ask youth while they were in court attendance. Therefore, it was
recommended that research was necessary to collect best practice information in
an effort to improve the court process while a youth was in attendance at their
judicial hearing. It was further recommended that this information would be
provided to judges, youth and other stakeholders during the CIP July 2011
“Focus on Kids” Conference, and that these materials would be disseminated
statewide to all Judges through the Division’s collaboration with CIP.

Research was conducted as to best practices needed to improve youth
transition including youth participation in court. in attempts to gather best practice
information contact was made with the National Council of Juvenile and Family
Court Judges (NCJFCJ) to request if NCJFCJ could provide best practice
information for Judges, and some examples of questions to ask youth who attend
court hearings.

The NCJFCJ provided Nevada with resources from the Youth Justice
Board (YJB} (attachment 9) as well as some articles and bench cards from the
American Bar Association (ABA) (attachment 3-7). CIP sponsored the 2011
“Focus on Kids” Conference in July of 2011. Robert G. Lewis, M.Ed., MSW,
LICSW was asked to speak at the CIP Conference to Nevada judges, youth and
other stakeholders concerning issues on youth permanency, transitioning youth
and how to engage youth in the court process. Mr. Lewis was formerly the
Assistant Director and Director of the Massachusetts, Department of Public
Welfare, Group Care Unit, and he is a consultant, an author and a strategic
thinker who provides training and technicatl assistance to child welfare
organizations. He focuses on the development of social work practices in
permanency as well as policy and organizational development in support of
permanency. Mr. Lewis has a special interest and expertise in the area of life-
long family connections for adolescents in the child weifare system. He has
written training programs for social work supervisors to teach effective strategies
for adolescent permanency and a workbook for supervisors and workers on how
to locate families for teens. Since 2000, Mr. Lewis has consulted extensively with
New York City’s Administration for Children’s Services (ACS) on adolescent
permanency. ACS adopted Adolescents and Families for Life for its agencies and




staff that serve teens. Mr. Lewis has also been doing workshops, consulting and
working with several sites in California as well as in NY, MT, MN, KY and others.

During the CIP 2011 Conference Mr. Lewis conduced several sessions and
provided information concerning transitioning youth and how to engage these
youth in the court process. Please see the attached “Focus on Kids” Conference
agenda (attachment 1), and other materials used and provided during sessions
conducted by Mr. Lewis (attachment 2, 8 and 9) This information was shared with
Nevada Judges, youth and other stakeholders during Mr. Lewis’s sessions at the
Judges Conference in July 2011.

Specifically, Mr. Lewis’s session “Engaging Children in the Process”
provided information on the importance of letting youth have a voice during court
hearings. Some of the key points addressed were: Why should the youth be
included in the court process? When should they be included? How should youth
be prepared to participate? How do you ask youth the right questions to get the
responses you need?

Mr. Lewis’ presentation provided a great deal of materials that will be used by our
Judges to help them ask youth driven questions. The ABA Judicial Bench Cards
and the Stand Up Stand Out publication is a resource for judges that is being
provided to those at the CIP Select Committee with a cover letter stating that the
State is working hard to make positive changes in practice and in enhancing
services to the children and families we serve. Providing the materials at the CIP
Select Committee meeting will ensure that Judges throughout the state have the
necessary tools to engage youth in court. CIP has also added a new member to
their committee. He is a former foster care alumni from the State of Nevada and
has been sharing his thoughts about Nevada’s foster care system and the court
system at the CIP quarterly meetings.

Lastly, additional funds through CIP have been identified to make copies of all
the Judicial Bench Cards and questions from page 47 and page 48 of the “Stand
Up Stand Out: Recommendations to Improve Youth Participation in New York
City's Permanency planning Process” document that will be printed and
distributed to all judges throughout the state of Nevada.

Nevada's child welfare agencies believe this information and resources is
extremely valuable and helpful to increase youth involvement in the court system
and during their transition to adulthood.
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Thursday, July 21
Presentation Materials ¥ y CIP Documents and
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1 —12:4 . intrad sl a:
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Thursday Agenda Hon. Nancy M. Saitta, Chair, Cour! Improvement Program Select Committee

Friday Agenda Katherine Malzahn-Bass, Court improvement Coordinator, Supreme Court of Nevada Resources and Articies

Upcoming Events
Saturday Agenda P °

12:45 - 2:15 p.m, Periay Soessior, (1.5 CLE/CEU hours)
Brochure . . .
But | Did Nothing Wrong — Balancing the Rights of the Non-Offending Parent, the
Registration Neglectful

Corderence Program Vivek S. Sankaran, Clinical Assistant Professor of Law, Child Advocacy Law Clini

This presentation is designed to familiarize participants with the constitutional righ
parent. Leam what salutions may be implemented 10 ensure that the it parents re
makers in their children’s lives.

The resources for this session can be found here:
The Rights of Non-Offending Parents
Darent’s Run Anuck

215-230pm. Break
2:30- 400 p.m. Cornurrant Session A

A1. Bring Back the Dads: Engaging Fathers and Paternal Familes in Dependency
Vivek S. Sankaran, Clinical Assistan? Professor of Law, Child Advocacy Law Clini

Professor Sankarar, a foster care expert, strategizes on why, when, and how to e
families in the dependency proceedings. This session focuses specifically on the |
engagement. support, and netification a priority.

The resources for this session can be found here:
Bring Bawk lie Dads

A2.  The Fundamentals of the indian Child Welfare Act
Haon. Cheryl Fairbanks, Justice, Inter-Tribal Court of Appeals of Nevada and FPartn
Hon. Stephen M. Rubin, Pima County Superior Court Judge (Ret), and SMR Con.

In addition to outlining the ICWA basics inctuding the higher burden of proof at the
hearing, ideas will be shared on how District Courts can reach out to increase con
and collaboration with our tribal communities and courts.

The resources for this session can be found here:
The Fundamenals of IOWA

Lhoctaw v Hetylield

WA Case

A3. Recruitment is Everyone's Business
Robert G. Lewis, M.Ed., MSW, LICSW, Consultant

This session will teach you how to expand the home recruitment process beyond
Leam to map connections, engage natural networks, and think outside the box

The resources for this session can be found here
Recriitment is Everyone's Business
The Voives of Children and Youth Setting the Record Straight

4:00 - 415 p.m. Break
4:15 - 5:00 p.m. Cencurrent Session B

Talk Among Yourseives — What is Working?

Faciltated peer discussions sharing what is working in your district. Leamn from yc
best practices right here in our own backyard that you can take home and begin ir

http://www.nevadajudiciary.us/index.php/cip-2011-conference2/presentation-materials-2/thursday ~ 9/15/2011
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B1. Discussion for Judges and Masters

Facilitator: Hon. Stephen M. Rubin, Pima County Superior Court Judge (Ret.) and
B2. Discussion for Aftorneys

Facilitator:Madelyn Shipman, Esq., Laxall-Nomura, Lid.
B3 Discussion for Social Warkers

Facililator: Robert G. Lewis, M.Ed., MSW, LICSW, Consultant

Vieleome Recaption
5:00-7:00 p.m.

Lrveeiling of levadda’s Bost Practices

Bl Hele | Tocuments & Fonms | e & Privacy Felizy | Search | S Map | Contact Us
Copyright © 2009 Supreme Court of Nevada. All Rights Reserved.

Revised: January 26, 2011
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RLUFRENML 0K ATMINISTRATIVE OFFHICE FORECLOIURE MEDIATION SELF-HELP/PRC SE LAW LIBRARY AW DAY

HOME
CIP 2011 Conference CiP Overview

Conference Agenda—Friday

Save the Date CIP News
Friday, July 22
Presentation Materiais Y ¥ CIP Documents and
Conunental Breakfas Forms
, 730-830am . pr? ,B Iea%r ‘aq s Rose Ballroom A
Presenter's Oisplay of Nevaga's Bost Fractices Recommended Links
Biographies B:45 - 10115 am. Flenary Session (1.5 CLE/CEU hours)  Rose Balfroom B
CIP Calendar
Thursday Agenda : .
Evolving Standards for Child Safety Decision-Making Rescurces and Articlas
Friday Agenda Clint Holder. National Resource Center for Child Protective Services .
Upcoming Events
Saturday Agenda Hear from an expert in child safety on how to make critical safety decisions
based upon a decision-making structure addressing the fundamentals of
Brochure safety assessments and planning. Leam the questions judges and attomeys
; : can ask 10 glean specific safety information. Differentiate between nsk and
Registration safety, and ungerstand the significant information needed to determine when

Conference Program out-cf-home placement is needed and when in-home is sufficient.
The resources for this session can be foung hare:

CPC Heference Shest

tmpendiaa Danger Thraats

Present Dange SHuations

Evoiving Standards for {hid Safety Lecision Making - Dark
Background

Evabyng Standands for Child Safaly Decision #aking - Light
Background

Child Safety A Guide for Judges and Altaineys

10:15 - 10:30 Break Raose Ballroom
am. Display of Nevada's Best Practices A
10:30am — Corcurrent Session C (15 CLE/CEL

Noon hours)

C1. The Complex Web of Differential Reactions to

Partners Being Accused of Abuse: Ponderosa

Family Vioience & Reasonable Efforts

Debbie “Sam” Smith, Consuifant

Learn that the non-offending parent can have a range of reactions 1o hisier
child being abused. These reactions can be frightening and are often
expressed in a range of ways. They may appear inappropriate, even counter
1o protecting the child, when they are simply pan of the coping process

C2. Reasonable Cause versus Preponderance of Ponderosa
Evidence — What IS the Difference? A

Hon. Steghen M. Rubin, Pima County Superior Court Judge {Ret}, Consultant

Judge Rubin will compare and contrast the essential differences between
child protective services' standard of evidence or reasonable cause and the
courts’ preponderance of evidence.

C3. Navigating the Interstate Compact on the

Placement of Chitdren; Bonanza
Tips for Child Dependency Judges, Attorneys, and A
Caseworkers

Vivek 5. Sankaran, Clinical Assistant Professor of Law, Child Advocacy Law
Clinic, University of Michigan Law School

This law professaor and foster care expert will outling the issues commonly
presented by placement of a child across state lines, which could trigger the
application of ICPC

The resources for this session can be found here:
Navigating the ICPC PowerFoint

Nawigaling the ICPC

ICPC Caselist

C4. Mediation: A Tool for Families and Courts Bonanza B
Jeanetfe K. Belz, J K. Belz & Associates, Inc,

Margaret Crowfey, Esq., Crowley Mediation

Mediation is emerging as an effective tool in child welfare to resclve disputes
and expedite permanency for children. Learn technigues to heip you empower
parents to cooperale, give all parties a voice, facilitate communication, make
conflict productive, and promote positive working relationships for the welfare
of the children,

http://www.nevadajudiciary.us/index.php/cip-2011-conference2/presentation-materials-2/friday 9/15/2011




rraay, July 22

Tha resources for this session can be found here:
Wy Use Madiation

Eraak
Noon - 12:15p m Display of Nevada's Best Practice; Rose Batirgom A

12115 -130 pm.  Luncheon and Networking Poolside Terrace
Break
Oispiay of Nevida s Best Prantiues

1:45-315pm.  Flenary Zessien (1.5 CLE/CEU hours) Rose Balfroom B

1:30 - 1:45 p.m. Rose Ballroom A

Permanancy for Clder Youth -Talking and Listening with Heart
Robert G Lewis, M Ed., MSW, LICSW, Consuitant
8ecome cooperalive colleagues, empawering teens 1o own their permanency
process. Learn to make permanency as intuitive as safety. Leam why aging
out should never be an option. Leam to listen with respect and speak with
understanding and compassion,

The resources for this session can be found here:
Fermarensy for Jiazr Vouth

fiarming Tagns

Understand the 3w Needs of Mourming

A Development Assets

RBuildirig a Betler Teenager

Parent-Teen Conflict

3:15-3:30 Break Rose Balfroom

p.m. Dispiay 0f Novada's Besi Practicos A
3:30 - 5:00 Concurrent Session O (1.5 CLE/CEU
p.m. hours)
D1. Co-Occurring Disorders: Chickens, Eggs, and Bonanza
Omelets B

Malissa Piasecki, M.D., Board-Certified Psychialrist

Explare the chailenges of co-occurring disorders including system limitations
and sociai stigmas. An overview of psychosis and mood disorder diagnosis is
provided and raviewed in context with simultaneous alcohol and drug use.
Aftention will be given o adolescent co-oecurnng disorder with focus on
developmental impact integrated treatment will be considered as wel.

The resources for this session can be found here:
Co-docuring Discrders: Chickens, Eqgs. and Jmmelets

D2. Engaging Children In tha Process Panderosa A

Robart G. Lewis, M Ed., MSW, LICSW, Consuitant

Learn the answers to these and more questions: Why should children be
Included In the court process? When should they be ineluded? How should
children be prepared to participatn? How do yous ask children the right
questions to get the responses you need?

The resources for this session can be found here:

Engaging Chaidren in the Process

Sering the Voices of Children & Youth: Setting the Recond
Sliaght

Tools For Asking Conncotinon Questions

D3, Safety Planning in Nevada: Reasconable Efforts to  Ponderosa
Prevent Removal B

Ciint Holder, National Resource Center for Chitdd Protective Services
Master Bully Jo Dreifing, Second Judicial District Court, Family Division

Discussion of the implementation of the enhanced Nevada Child Safety Model
for Washoe and rural counties, and s impact on removals from home, the
mitigation of safety threats, and timefiness to parmanency.

The resources for this session can be found here:
Satety Planning i Nevada. Seasonable EHorts 1o Frovent

Resnerwat
CPE Case Process and Decision Making
Satety Plan Determinalivn: Process and Conculsions

What Criteria Can Be Used to Judgas Provider Suitahility
Safety Services Within Safaty Plans

5:00 p.m. Evening on Your Gwn

Seff Hein | bocuments & Forms | Use & Privacy Policy | Search | Site Map | Contact Lis
Copyright © 2009 Supreme Cour of Nevada. All Rights Reserved

Revised: January 26, 2011

http://www.nevadajudiciary.us/index.php/cip-201 1-conference2/presentation-materials-2/friday

Page 2 ot 3

9/15/2011




vatuiddy, July 23 rage 1 o1l

SUSE Rl DGRT AERINISTRATIVE CFFRE FORECLOSURE MEDIATION SELF-HELPF/PRGO SE LAW LIBRARY LA DAY
HOME
CiP 2011 Conference CIP Overview
Conferance Agenda—Saturda
Save the Date = y CIP News
Saturday, July 23
Presentation Materials y y CIP Dacuments and
Forms
Presenter's C et ; - i
. Continental Bieakfast Recormmended Links
Biographies 730 -830am {Mspiay of Nevada's Best Praciices Rose Ballreom A
b
Thursday Agenda 8:30 - 10:00 am Flenary Sessian (1,5 CLE/CEU hours) Rose Baliroom 8 CIF Catendar

Resources and Articles
Friday Agenda

Addictions, Withdrawal, and Treatment Upcomting Events
Saturday Agenda 5. Alex Stalcup, M.D., Medical Director, New Leal Treatment Center—
Lafayelte (CA
Brochure yete (CA)
Dr. Stalcup wil! explain what the drug-addicted brain looks like. and how we
Registration can recognize the effects of drugs and implement appropriate treatments. He

will discuss the impacts of methamphetamine, heroin, pain mediations, and
synthetic drugs; withdrawal and #s management; and the factors affecting
toterance.

Conference #rogram

The resources for this session can be found here:
Addictions, Withdrowal. and Treatment

Break
Q0 - 1001 C oA
1000 -1215am Display of Nevada's Best Practices Rose Baliroam A

10:15 - 11:45 a.m. Plenary Seseion (1.5 CLE/CEU hours) Rose Ballroom 8

Empowering Our Youth — A Panel of Youth Discussing Impacts of Foster
Care On Youth
Moderator: Hon. Nancy Saifta

Hear from the youth, themselves, about the impact foster care and the child
welfare system has had on their lives.

A L2l o Acton

Hon. Nancy Saitta Rose Balfroom B

11:45 a.m. - Nocn

Noen Conterence Adjourns

Self gl | Docamrends & Fovms | Use & Privacy Poliny | Search | Site Map | Contact Us
Copyright © 2002 Supreme Court of Nevada. All Rights Reserved.

Revised: January 26, 2011

Telephone Directory

Copymgho T A Apeeame o o Wnote Ad Seyrin Ko o

http.//www.nevadajudiciary.us/index.php/cip-201 1 -conference2/presentation-materials-2/saturday ~ 9/15/2011




Engaging Children
in the Process

Bob Lawis
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| " include children?

What Questions?

) Developmoental Assets as Questions
+ Questions 10 Empower
- Connections Questions

Preparadon for Connections Questions

Recogmang development, mourning and
other needs
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Talking with 'Teens

£i 081
= Lawe
Tasen

{warn

Forty Developmental Assets
External

“Suppornt
~ Empowerment

Boundaries &
Expectations

anstrueisve Use of |
ume

Forty Developmental Assets

Internal

Commnment to
frarmng

Pomitve Values

Soncal Clonpetenades

" Positive ddennty




Connections questions

- Faouly Finding®
o Iy abways about the relatdonships
* Wha loves you?
= Who has loved you?

© Whe de you hope to have in vour future?

* Heart
* Mind
. B()d\'

*+ Soul

Connections Mapping
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Remembered People Chart
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Empowerment

+ Safety & Permanence Questions

* Do you know what you need 1 do 0 get yourself
cut of trouble?

What 1s that? - really?

- Who can/will help vou?

11

The Video Project &

Spevitie Lhiestions and Guiding Pemcess

Salety
1 Are you safe at home, do you feel safe; anything worry
you?
2. is gryone hurting you?
3 What makes you feel lonely; how often is thar? r

Permianence
1. What is the reason V'm still in foster core?

2. What are you doing about it?
3 Isthereanything { can do? Why is it important to do it?

12




Seeing their

O1Ces!:

Setting the Record Straight

13

Partcipant’s Survey
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Participant’s suggestions for an agency
considering or starting
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» . .
Underpinning Ideas
o Talking with tress best practice |
Adolescent development
© 4 srengtin for success
= A0 devedopmental assets
3 elements of “ne connection
Moureing needs

< 307 Modek Preparing children for permanence

16

Session 2: Before I came into

Persunally authente view of the past

- What do you remember; what others told you;
what stories, .2

What de you remember?

What Trom that dme; do you want 10 make sure
vou take sno the future, thingy, ideas, feelings
relationships?

17

Session 3: The day I came into

Telling the vraumatic story
© What was it like the very first day?
Descnbe what really wenton..

© OF what really happened, what should have
heen done differendy?

18




Session 4: In foster care ...

Describing the journey of discovery

+ Talk about the things thayJrightened you.

+ Tell me abina the peg wes and meaning of

them

© Who weee the most significant in what happened
tr you?

19 _
Session 5: It’s really like this ...
Summung up the past looking ar the present
What nught professionals have done diﬁ"cmmly?’
What happened o vou?
= Who are vou? & what's special about you?
20

Session 6: In the future 1 hope ... L

Limaging/ imagining the.
- What makes » safe & secures - _
Who do YOU wand (o hdp }w get toihe fnmre you

hope for?

* “Tulk about the picture of future i

21




Why?

22

Your Questions
Wrap up

Evaluations

23
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Document court act i() 0s

Document in the court order:

If the vouth is present. have hi entify himself on the
eeord
TECOTG

OR if the vouth is not present. addrese the reasons w hy the
vouth is not in atendance,
* What efforts were made and the accommaodations offered
o encourage the youth’s attendance.

* Explore and encourage resolution of common reasons for
nonattendance. including interference with the school
schedule and transporration issues.

* In the absence of exceptional circumstances, posipone the
hearing until the youth can be present.

* Request a current picture that will be introdueed into the

record.”

Communicate with the youth during the court
hearing

Use age-appropriate language.’

Talk with the youth about his interests, likes, and dislikes.

If helpful, offer 10 have a conversation in chambers, making
sure it complies with all procedural rules,

Provide an age-appropriate list of legal terms 1o the youth
before court to which he may refer during the hearing.*

Avoid legal jargon and acronyms.
Ask directed questions.’

Encourage the youth to ask questions, particularly if he
doesnt understand a question or statement.

Recognize cultural differences in language.

Publicly praise the youth’s accomplishments.

" This bench card was creared 1o assist judges when a child is present in the courtroom. It
does not include what information he judge should require from additional parties,
such as a report from the child’s therapist sbout the child’s menral health status.

' The social worker or caregiver can provide the courr with a picrure.
* Older adolescents can understand more complex coneeprs.

* See Andrea Khoury, With AMe. Not Withour Me: How to Involve Children in Conre. Child
Law Pracrice, Vol 26, Ne. 2 [November 2007).

" Where do you want 1o live? Whar do you like about your home? Do you know why you
live away fram heme? Do you see your mem and dad? Whar things do you like to do
with them? Do you wish you could see them more?

Observe the youth’s behavior and appearance
Observe the vouth's interaction with caregivers, parenas. and
suardians.

* Docs the

vouth look to them for help, supporn,
advice, ete?
Observe the veurl’s physical appearance and health.
* Is the youth appropriately dressed?
* Docs the youth loek well-nourished?

* Does the youth have appropriate personal hvgiene?

Preparations for court attendance
Ensiire that your courtroom is teen friendly.”
Ensure all children are accompanied by 2 suppert person at

the hearing such as the foster parents, CASA, mentor, coach,
or other adult role model.

Have the agency invite the youth to submit reparr cards, let-
wrs, drawings, stories, poems, or other age-appropriate mate-
rials periodically, Refer 1o anything previously submired.

Read anything that the youth gives to the court while the

vouth is present.
When appropriate, ask for the youth’s input and opinians.
Talk with the youth about permanency oprions.”

Review the outcome of the hearing with the youth and
answer any questions (or ensure that someone else will do so}.

Ensure the vouth understands what was ordered and why.
When appropriate, share court documents with the youth ®

Ask che youth what he wants to accomplish before the next
hearing.

Consult with the youth and his caregiver when scheduling the
next hearing so it does not interfere with the youth’s normal
daily routine, including school.

Keep a school district calendar on the bench to ensure there
are no conflicts with state standardized tests.

® It may be necessary to address issues related 1o the yourh's safety at the courthouse and
the appropriareness of courtraom waiting areas. Judges may find it beneficial 1o have
age-appropriate games and books available.

© Questions thar address permanency may include: Who do you spend most of your time
with? Over the holidays. who do you spend time with? Is there a refazive that you are
close 1a? Is there a close family friend that you like fo spend time with Do you know
what adoption is? Do you want ro be adapted?

* Sharing court documents increases awareness and gives the youth a sense of conrral.




wweurzge the youth o attend the next hearing,
Ask the youth whether he has any last questions, thoughts, or
concerns.

Possible questions to ask the youth
Who is your favorite teacher? Why?
Do you participate in sports or other extracurricular activities?
Is there anyone helping you with vocational or college appli-
cations?
When will you graduare?
What are your post-graduarion plans?
Lo you have an interest in the military?
Do you have a mentor?
Do you have someene you can call at anytime?
Who do you rely on if you need help?
Do you drive?
What do you fike 1o do on the weekends?
Do you have a job?

* For a more decalled list of questions to ask regarding school and refated issues, see
National Council of Juvenile and Eamily Court Judges, Asking the Right Questions: A
Judicial Checklist 1o Ensure That the Fducational Needs of Childvert and Youth in Fosier
Care Are Being Addressed (2005), Orther resources to address educacion issues can be
found ac the Legal Center for Foster Care & Education wehsire,
www.abanet.org/child/education, and in the Legal Center’s recent publication, Blueprine
Jor Change: Education Success for Childven in Foster Care, available at
www.ihanet orgichiid/educationsblueprine.

Copyright © 2008 American Bar Assaciation For mare information, see hrep:/Awww.abanet.org/child/empowerment/home homi.
The views expressed herein have not been approved by the [Touse of Delegates or rthe This publication was made possible in collaboration with Casey Family Programs, whose
Board of Gavernors of rhe American Bar Association and, accordingly, should not be can- mission is re provide, improve — and ulrimarely prevent the need for — fosrer care.

sirued as representing the policy of the American Bar Association, Casey Family Programs,
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Document court actions
Dosumene in the court onder:

him idenity himse!f on the

It the vouth is presen have

recond.
OR A the vourth is not prvsent, address the reasons why the
vouth is not in atiendance,

» What efforts were made and the acconnodatians olfered

te encourage the voudh’s attendance,
* Fuplore and encourase resolution of commen reasons for
nonattendance, including interference with the school

schedule and transporiation issues.

* In the absence of exceptional circumstances, postpene the
hearing until the youth can be presenc.

* Request a current picture that will be introduced imo the

record.’

Communicate with the youth during the court
hearing

Keep language simple and age appropriate.

Talk with the youth about his interests, likes, and dislikes.

If helpful, offer to have a conversation in chambers, making
sure it complies with all procedural rules.

* Provide an age-appropriate list of legal rerms to the child
before court to which he may refer during che hearing,?

Avoid legal jargon and acronyms,

¢ Encourage the yourth to ask yuestions, particularly if he
doesnt understand a question or statement.

¢ Recognize cultural differences in language.
Avoid abstract questions.*
¢ Ask directed questions.’

Publicly praise the youth's accomplishments.

IO wres 1)y
{

P S—

OLESCENTS

CONLEDRTDAONOYA

) .
Obsenve the youth's behavior and appearance

Obeerve the vouth's interaction with carvgivers, parents. and
culardians,

¢ Dacethe youth lank o them for help cappont

advie SRS Colte

Obscrve the vouth's physical appearance and health.

« Is the vouth appropriately dressed?

* Daes the vouth look well-nourished?

* Docs the youth have appropriate personal hygienc?

Preparations for court attendance
Ensure that vour courtroom s teen friendlv.
Ensure all children are accompanied by a support person at
the hearing such as the foster parents, (CASA, mentor, coach,
or other adult role model.
Provide the youth with a task {e.g., taking notes) during the
hearing.’
Have the agency encourage the youth to submit report cards,
letters, or other age-appropriate marerzals periodically. Refer
to anything previously submicted.
Read anything that the youth gives to the courr while the
youth s present.
When appropriate, ask for the youth's inpur and opinions.
Review the ourcome of the hearing with the youth and
answer any questions {(or ensure thar someone else will do so).
Ensure the youth understands what was ordered and why.

+ When appropriate, share court documents with the youth.*
Ask the youth what he wants 1o accomplish before the next
hearing.

Consult with the youth and his caregiver when scheduling the
next hearing so it does not interfere with the youth’s normal

daily rourtine, including school.

This bench card was created 1o assist judges when a child is presen in the courtieam. It
does not include what information :he judge should require from additional parties,
such as a report from the child's therapist aboue the child's mencal hezlth status.

The sacial warker or caregiver can provide the court with a picture.

Sec Andrea Khoury, With Me, Not Without Me: How to Involve Children in Court, Child
Law Pracrice, Vol 26, No. 9 (November 2007).

" An example of an abstract question is "How well do you get along with your family?”

' Where do you want ta live? Whar co you like abour your hame? De you know why you
live away from home: Do you see yaur mom and dad? What things do you like to do
with them! Do you wish you could see them more? For more informartion abott ques-
tioning children, see Anne Graffam Walker, Handbook on Questioning Children: A
Linguisize Perspeetive (ABA Center on Children and the Law 2d ed. 1959),

It may be necessary to address issues related ra the youth's safery at the courthouse and
the appropriateness of courtroom waiting areas. Judges may find it beneficial 1o have
age-appropriate games and books available

7 Performing the task should be prasented 1o the youth as an option and solely for his
benefit. Performing the task may belp the youth to focus attention and dissipate anxiety.

* Sharing documents increases awareness and gives the youth a sense of conrral.
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are no conflicts with state standardized cests.

Thank the youth for coming to court. Reward even the
smallest attempt at participation.?

Encourage the youth to autend the next hearing.

Ask the youth whether he has any last questions, thoughts, or
coneerns.

Possible questions to ask the youth
How old are you?

* What do you like (or not like) about where you are staying

now?
- Da you see your mom and dad?

* Do you miss anyone! Provide options, ¢.g., brothers, sisters,
P
grandparents.

* Where de you go to school?
What grade are you in?
Who are some of your friends?
What courses are you taking?
Who is your favorite teacher?
¢ Do you participate in any extracurricular activities?

Have you thought about a career or what you want to do
when you finish school?

Are you having any problems in school?

Do you have a tutor?

What do you do on the weekends?

? Rewarding all attempes ar participation 2dds 1o the youth's sense of control and self-con-

fidence.

“ For a more derailed list of questions ro ask regarding school and relared issues, sec
National Council of Juvenile and Family Courr Judges, Asking The Right Questions: A
Judicial Checklist to Ensure That The Educational Needs of Children and Youth in Foster
Clare Are Being Addressed {2005). Other resources ro address education issues can be
found at the Legal Center for Foster Care & Education websire,
www.abanetorg/child/education, and in the Legal Cenrer’s recent publication, Blueprin
For Change: Education Success For Children in Foster Care, available at
www.abanet.arg/child/education/blaeprine,

Copyright © 2008 American Bar Associarion

The views expressed herein have not been approved by the House of Delegates or the
Board of Governors of the American Bar Association and, accordingly, sheuld net be con
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ENGAGING SCHOOL-AGE
CHILDREN (AGES 5-11)

IN THE COURTROOM

JUDICIAL BENCH CARD’

Document court actions

Docunient i she count ander
Tt dhe chidd s presenc have him idenufy himesedf on the
record.
OR G the child is not present, address the reasons why the
child is nor in avendance.

+ What cfforts were made and the accommodadions offered
to encourage the childs atcendance.

* bxplore and cncourage resolution of common reasons for
notattendance, including interference with the school
schedule and transportation issues.

* Depending on the situation, constder postponing the
hearing until the child can be present.

* Requese 2 current picture that will be itroduced inte the
record.

Communicate with the child during the hearing
Keep language simple and age appropriate.
“Tallk with the child about his interests, likes, and dislikes.
if helptul, offer to have a conversation in chambers, making
sure it complies with all procedural rules.
Provide an age-appropnate list of legal terms to the child
befare court ro which he may refer during the hearing.*
Avoid legal jargon and acronyms.
Encourage the child to ask questions. particularly if he doesn'
understand a question or statement.
Answer one guestion at a time.
Recagnize cultural differences in language.
Avoid abstract questions.’ Recognize that school-age children
usually answer questions literally. For example: Q: Are you in
school now? A: No. The child may be referring to where she
is right now (the courtroom) instead of the broader question

This bench card was created to assist judges when a child is present in the courtroom. It
does net incfude whar information the judge should require from addirional parties,
such as a report trom the child's therapist abour the child's mental health status.

The social worker or caregiver can provide the ceurt with a picture.

See Andrea Khoury, With Me, Not Without Me: How to Involve Children in Courr, Child
Law Practice, Vol 26, No. 9 (November 2007},

* An example of an abstract quession is "How well do you get along with your family:"
For more information about questioning children, see Anne Gratffam Walker, Handbook
an Quesnoning Children: A Linguistic Pevspective (ABA Center on Children and the Law
2d ed. 1999).

ot whether she arrends school,

Publichy prase the dulds accomplishmenis,

Obscrve the child's behavior and appearance

Observe the child's interaction with carepivers, parents. and
guardians.

* Dues the child look 1o them for help, support. advice,

e
Observe the child’s physical appearance and health.
* Is the child appropriately dressed?
* Doos the child look well-nourished?
= Daocs the child have appropriate personal hygiene?
Observe the child’s body language.
* Be mindful of signx thae the child mav be frustrated or
overwhelmed ”

Preparations for court appearance

Ensure that your courtroom is child friendly.’

Ensure all children are accompanied by a support person at
the hearing such as a foster parent, CASA, menror, coach. or
other adult role model,

Have the agency encourage the chiid to submit report cards,
lecters. drawings, or other age-appropriate marerials periodi-
cally. Refer to anything previeusly submisted.

Read unything that the child gives to the court while the
child is present.

Review the outcome of the hearing with the child and answer
any questions (or ensure that someonc ckse will do so).

Ensurc the child understands what was ordered and why.

If age appropriate, ask the child what he wants to accomplish
before the next hearing.

' Please note that some school-age children act out behaviotally with those they trust

because they leel sfe enough to express their stress. fear, or frustration. The child may
alse be testing limits. [n additian, changes in a child’s demeanor while answering ques-
tions may have several meanings. For example, a child could look to an adult for the
answer because he is attached 1o thar adult and wants to please him or her On the
othet hand, the same action can mean that the child is afraid of the adult.

¢ Signs may include squirming. lying dowz, o1 fussing.

" It may be necessary co address issues relared 1o the child's safery at the courthouse and

the appropriateness of courtroom waiting areas. Judges may find it beneficial to have
age-appropriare roys and books available.




Consuke with the child and his caregiver when scheduling the
next hearing so it does not interfere with the child’s normal
daily routine, including school.

Keep a school district calendar on the bench to ensure there
are no conflicts with state standardized tests.

"Thank the child for coming to court.
Encourage the child to attend the next hearing.

Ask the child whether he has any last questions, thoughts, or
concerns.

Possible questions to ask the child
How old are you?
What is your best friend’s name?

What do you like (or not like} abour where you are staying
now?

Do you see your mom and dad?

Do you miss anyone? Provide options, e.g., brothers, sisters,
grandparents.

Where do you go to school?

What grade are you in?

Who is your favorite teacher?

Who takes you to school?

Are you having any problems in school?
Do you have a tutor?

What do you like to do hefore and after school?

Clopyright © 2008 American Bar Association

The views expressed herein have not been approved by the House of Delegares ar the
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JUDICIAL BENCH CARD

[)()(llll]@ﬂ[ Ccourt actions

Uocamonom the court onlen

[fthe child is present and verbad, have him identdfy himself
an the record.
OR it the child is not present, address the reasons why the
child is aot in artendance.
« What etfores were made and the accommodartions offered
to encourage the child’s attendance.

* Explore and encourage resolution of transportation issues
as a reason for nonatendance.

* Depending on the situation, consider postpening the
hearing untl the child can be present,
* Request a current piciure that will be introduced into the

record.

Communicate with the child during the hearing
Keep lanpguage simple and age appropriate.
Speak slowly and allow the child time to process the
information.
Use concrete terms.?

- Use names instead of pronouns.
Stop at regular intervals to ask the child if he understands and
if he has any questions.

Ask the child to perform simple age-appropriate tasks (as out-
lined in the Milestone Chart).

Observe the child’s behavior and appearance

- How does the child interact and respond to caregivers. par-
ents, and guardians?
Observe the child’s demeanor when answering the questions
(if verbal) #
* Who does the child lock te for help in answering
questions?

' This bench card was ereated to assist judges when a child is present in the courtroom. It
does not include what information the judge should require from additional parties,
such as a report [rom the child’s therapist abourt the child’s mental health siarus.

* The social worker or carsgiver can provide the courr with a picture.
4 p g

* Concrete terms refer @0 objects or events that are available to the senses. For example,
use “in the backyard” instead of “area.”

¥ Please refer o the Milestone Chart. For more information about child development, see
Genie Miller Giilespie and Diane Boyd Rauber (eds.), 4 Judger Guide: Making Child-
Cenerred Decisions in Custody Cruses (ABA Child Custady and Adoption Pro Bena
Project and ABA Center on Children and the Law 2d od. 2008).

ATACARNT @

~ - -
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AGE MILESTONES”
12 months Stands alone

Can say 1 word
Imirates activities

18 monrhs Runs

Can remove garment

Can point to at least 1 body part
24 months Jumps up
Combines words
Puts on clothing

3 years Balances on cach foot 1 second
Speech all understandable

Can name a friend

4 years Hops
Names 4 colors
Can copy a cross {+)

Can walk on tiproes

Can draw a person with head,

body, arms, and legs

Capable of lacing own shoes |

5 years

*50% ta 90% of childrer i perform dhese mileatones.

gar JF Shaw it Duncan PA L eds

ipertsion of fnfants, Childven, nnd
age, IL American '-\Ladcr“) ol
Pediarrics nd Schor EL. (d 2004, Caring Far Your Suhoal Age Child New York:
Bantam Books.

* Is he scared? Anxious? Avoidant?

* Dows he look to the caregiver for the “right” answer?

* Assess whether the chuild appears healthy and well kept.
* [Does the child exhibit appropriate developmental mile-

stones?®

' Changes in a child’s demeanor while answering quesrions may have several meanings
E 29 Y &

For example, a child could look o an adult for the answer because he is avtached 1o that
adult and wants o please him or her. On the other hand. the same action can mean
that the child is afr2id of the adulr. For more informarion abourt questioning children,
see Arne Graffum Walker, Handbook arn Questioning Children: A Linguinic Prrspective
(ABA Center on Children and the Law 2d ed. 1999}
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Ensuie that your couriroom is child friendly”

Ensure all children are accompanied by a familiar caregiver,
such as a foster parent.

Consult with the child’s caregiver when scheduling the next
hearing so it does not interfere with the child’s normal daily
routine, ¢.g., naptime, mealtime, etc.

If the child is verbal:

* If helpful, offer o have a conversation in chambers,
making sure it complies with al} procedural rules.

* Have the agency invite him to submit drawings, cards, or
other age-appropriate materials periodically. Refer to
anything previously submitced.

* Acknowledge anything thar the child gives o the court
while the child is present.

* Thank she child for coming to courr.
* Encourage the child to attend the next hearing.

* Ask the child whether he has anything to say before the
hearing ends.

“ It may be necessary to address issues related to the child's safery 2t the courthouse and

the appropriareness of courtraom wairing areas. Judges may find ir beneficial ro have
age-appropriate toys and books available.

For more informarien abour attachment, see JoAnne Solchany and Lisa Piluik, Healthy
Attachment for Very Young Children in Foster Care, Child Law Practice, Vol. 27, No. 6
{August 2008).

Copyright © 2008 American Bar Association
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Tow old are you?

[
I

Da you like where you are staying now?

What do you like (nor like) about where you are staying now?
Suggest options {e.g., bedroom, pets, people who live there).

+ Do you go to preschool or daycare? What things do you like
to do while you are there?
What kinds of things did you and your mommy (or daddy)
do the last time you saw her {or him}?

Do you feel sad or miss anyone? Suggest options (e.g., broth-
ers, sisters, grandparents).

Have you been to the doctor?

Do vou like the dactar?

Possible questions to ask the caregiver about
the child
- Is the child forming healthy arrachments?” With whom?

- Is the child meeting developmental milestones??

* Tlease refer to the Milestone Chart

Fer more information, see hrrp:/fwww.ahaner.org/child/empowerment/heme.himl,

This publication was made possible in collaborarion with Casey Family Prograrms, whose
mission is to provide, improve — and ultimately prevent the necd for — foster care.
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ENGAGING YOUNG CHILDREN
(AGES 0-12 MO) IN THE COURTROOM

JUDICIAL BENCH CARD'

Docunient conrt actions
Document i the ceurt order:
Whether the infantis prosent at the hearing,

ORf not present. addreas the reasons why the inthant i not

in attendance.

< Askowhy the intant is not present and what efforrs were

mile for the imnfants avendunce.

* Explore and encourape resolution of transportation issues s

a feason tor nenaitendance.

* Depending on the situation, consider postponing the hear-

ing unul the infant can be present.

* Reguest a current piciure thar will be introduced into the

record.’

Observe the infant’s behavior and appearance
How does the child interact and respond to caregivers, par-
ents, and guardians?

Assess whether the child appears healthy and well kepr.

Does the child exhibir appropriate developmenral milestones?”

Preparations for court attendance
Ensure that your courtroom is child friendlv.-

Ensure all children are accompanied by a familiar caregiver,

Possible questions to ask the caregiver
about the infant

Is the infant forming healthy atrachments” With whom?

[s the infant meeting developmental milestones?®

" This bench card was created to assist judges when a child is present in the courtroom. It
does not include what infermation the judge should require from additional partics,
such as a report Ivam the child’s therapist abour the child's mental health status

! The social warker or caregiver can provide the cours with a piceure.

? Please refer to the Milestone Chart. For more information about child development, see
Genie Miller Gillespie and Dane Bovd Rauber {(eds.). A Judge: Guide: Making Child-
Centered Decrstons by Cusrody Cases {ABA Child Custody and Adeption Pro Bono
Project and ABA Center on Childien and the Law 2d ed. 2008)

Copyright © 2008 American Bar Association
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AGE MILESTONES®

2 months Lifes head up 45 degrees
Laughs

Smiles spontancously

4 months Rolls over

Follows to 180 degrees
Turns to ractling sound
6 months Sits with no support
Turns to voice
Feeds self

P'ulls to srand
Says "Dada” and "Mama,” nonspecific
Waves bye-bye

9 months

12 months Stands alone
Can say 1 word

Imitates activities

Runs
Can remove garment
Clan point to at least 1 body part

18 months

TS0 o % of childien can perform these nuiestones.

The Milestone Chart was adapred trom Hagan [F Shaw 1S Duncen PAL eds
2008, Brght Futterens Gusdelines For Health Supervssren of nfanss, Children, and
Aduleseenss, Third Edirion. Llk Grove Village, [L: American Academy of
Pedinirics and Schor BL, ed 2004 Caring For Your Schood-Age Chufd, New York:

Banzam Rooks

+ It may be necessany 1o address issacs relazed to the mnfants satery ar the courthouse and
the appropaiateness of courtronm waiting areas. Tudges may find it beneficial 1 have
age-appropriate toys and books available

For more informarten about arachmenr, see foAnne Solchiny and Lisa Pilnik, Healthy
Aszachment for Very Young Chitdren in Foster Care. Child Law Practice, Vol 27, No. 6
tAugust J008).

Please reter 1o the Milestone Chart

For more information, see hup:/fwww.abanet.org/child/erpowermentthome. himl.

This publicacion was made pessible in collaboration with Casey Family Programs. whose
mission 15 to provide, improve — and witimarely prevent the need for — fasrer care
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INTRODUCTION

Increasing numbers of infants and young chiidren
with complicated and serious physical, mental
health, and developmental problems are being
placed in foster care.? The following checklists have
been developed for use by judges, attorneys, child
advocates, and other child welfare professionals in
meeting the wide range of health care needs of this
growing population.

PHYSICAL HEALTH

Has the child received a comprehensive health
assessment since entering foster care?

Because children are likely to enter foster care a5 a
resuit of abuse, neglect, homelessness, poverty,
parental substance abuse, or mental iliness, all foster
children should receive a comprehensive physical
examination shortly after placement that addresses
all aspects of the child’s health. Under the Early and
Pericdic Screening, Diagnosis, and Treatment
provisions of federal Medicaid law?, foster children
should receive a comprehensive assessment that
can establish a baseline for a child's health status,
evaluate whether the child has received necessary
immunizations, and identify the need for further
screening, treatment, and referral to specialists. A
pediatrician or family practice physician
<nowledgeable about the health care problems of
foster children snould perform the examination ®

Ensuring the healthy development of foster children
requires that they receive quality medical care. Such
care shouid be comprehensive, coordinated,
continuous, and family-supported. One person
should be identified who will oversee the child’s care
across the various agencies and systems, including
early childhood services, early intervention services,
education, and medical and mental health. Family-
supportive care requires sharing the chiid'’s health
information with the child's caregivers and providing

" Several of the quastions follow the format of and COntain excerpts
Ensuring the Healthy Development of Foster Children: A Guide far J

caregivers with education and training programs in
order to meet the needs of their foster child.

Are the child’s immunizations complete and up-
to-date for his or her age?

Complete, up-to-date immunizations provide the
oest defense against many childhood diseases that
can cause devastating effects. Immunization status
is an important measure of vulnerability to
childhood illness and can reveal whether the child
has had access to basic health care. Incomplete or
delayed immunization suggests that the child is not
receiving adequate medical care and is not regularly
followed by a provider familiar with the chila’s health
needs. A child should have a “well-baby”
examination by two to four weeks of age.
'mmunizations are recommended at two, four, six,
and 12 months of age. A child shouid have at least
three visits to a pediatrician or family practice
physician during the second year of life with basic
immunizations completed by two years of age

Has the child received a hearing and vision
screen?

Undetected hearing foss during infancy and early
childhood interferes with the development of
speech and language skills and can have deleterious
effects on overall development, especially learning.
Hearing loss during early childhood can result from
childhcod diseases, significant head trauma,
environmental factors such as excessive noise
exposure, and insufficient attention paid to health
problems that may affect hearing. Studies reveal
that /0 percent of children with hearing impairments
are initially referred for assessment by their parents.’
Because foster care children often lack a consistent
caregiver who can observe their development and
note areas of concern, they should receive ongeing
evaluations of hearing, speech, and language
development.

Vision screening is an essential part of preventative
health care for children. Problems with vision zre

from the "Checklisis for Healthy Developmenrt of Foster Children, ™
wdges, Adveocates, and Chid Welfare Profsssionals, New Yok S-ate

Permanent Judicial Cormission on Justice for Crmidren, 1999 Excerpied wah permission.

‘American Acaderry of Pediatrics, Developmental issues ‘or yourg cnildren in foster care. Pediatrics, Vol 106, Mo, 5, pe.1143-1150. November
2000 American Academy of Pediatrics, Health care of young children in foster care Pediatrics, Vol 109, No 3 p. 534-541 March 2002

P42 U.5.C. Section 1396(a){10) and {(43)(2000); 42 U 5.C Section 1396d(a)(4)(B)(2000) and 1394(r).

142 1U.5.C Section 1394(2)(10)(2000); 42 U 5.C. Secnon 1396d(a}{4)( BY2000)

5 Supra note 1

¢ American Academy of Pediatnics, Immunizations and your child. Amenican Academy of Pediatrics website, June 27, 2002.
" NIH Consensus Statement, Eadly identification of hearing impairment n infants and young children. Online 1992 March 1-3 {cried Oriober B,
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the fourth most common disability among children
in the United States and the leading cause of
impaired conditions in childhood ® Early detection
and treatment increase the likelihood that a child’s
vision will develop normally, and, if necessary, the
child will receive corrective devices.

Has the child been screened for lead exposure?

Children who are young, low-income, and have poor
access 1o health care are vulnerable to the harmfu!
effects of lead.? Ingested or inhaled lead can
damage a child’s brain, kidneys, and blood-torming
organs. Children who are lead-poisonad may have
behavioral and developmental problems. According
to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC), however, lead peisoning is cne of the most
preventable pediatric health problems today,
Screening is important to ensure that coisoried
children are identified and treated and thair
environments remediated.

The CDC recommends lead-poisoning screening
beginning at nine months of age for children living
in communities with high-risk lead levels. The CDC
also recommends targeted screening based on risk
assessment during pediatric visits for all other
children.

Has the child received regular dental services?

Preventative dentistry means more than a beautiful
smile for a child. Children with healthy mouths derive
more nutrition from the food they eat, learn to speak
more easily, and have a better chance of achieving
good health. kvery year, thousands of chitdren
between one to four years old suffer from extensive
tooth decay caused by sugary liquids — especially
bottles given during the night. Children living below
the poverty leve! have twice the rate of tooth decay
as children from higher income leveis. " Furthermore,
poorer children’s disease is less likely to be treated.

Early dental care also prevents decay in primary
("baby”) teeth which is currently at epidemic
proportions in some U.S. populations and s

prevaient among foster children.”" The American
Academy of Pediatric Dentistry recommends that
before the age of one vear, a child's basic dental
care be addressed during routine “weli-baby” visits
with a primary care provider, with referral to a dentist
f necessary. For children older than one year, the
Academy recommends a check-up at least twice a
year with a dental professional.

Has the child been screened for communicable
diseases?

The circumstances associated with the necessity for
placement in foster care — such as prenatal drug
exposure, poverty, parental substance abuse, poor
housing conditions, and inadequate access to
health care - can increase a child’s risk of exposure
to communicable diseases such as HIV/AIDS,
congenital syphilis, hepatitis, and tubercuiosis.

A General Accounting Study found that 78 percent
of foster children were at high-risk for HIV. but only
nine percent had been tested for the virus. 2 Early
identification of HIV is critical to support the lives of
infected children and to ensure that they receive
modified immunizations. Modified immunizations
are necessary to prevent adverse reactions to the
vaccines while still providing protection against
infectious diseases such as measles and chicken
pox. The American Academy of Pediatrics
recommends that all prenatally HIV-exposed infants
be tested for HIV at birth, at one to two months of
age, and again at four months. If the tests are
negative, the child should be re-tested at 12 months
of age or older to document the disappearance of
the HIV antibody.

Does the child have a “medical home"” where he
or she can receive coordinated, comprehensive,
continuous health care?

All children in foster care should have a "medical
home,” a single-point-of-contact practitioner
knowledgeabie about children in foster care who
oversees their primary care and periodic

* American Academy of Pediatrics, Developmental surveillance and screening of infants and young children. Pediatrics Vol 168, No. T, pp. 192

196 July 2001

¥ Amarican Academy of Pediatrics, Screening for elevated bload lead levels (RE9815). Pediatrics Vol 107, No. 6, pp. 1072-1078. Jurne 1998.
" Testimeny of £d Martinez, Chief Executive Officer San Ysidre Health Center, San Diego, CA to the Senate Subcommittee on Public Health,

in support of Senate Bill 1626, June 25, 2002.

" American Academy of Pediatrics, Early childhood caries reaches epidemic proportions (Press Release). February 1997.
"* General Accounting Office, “Foster Care: Health Neads of Young Chiidren Are Unknown and Unmet,” GAQ/Health, Education and Human

Services Division, pp. 95-114. May 1995,
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reassessments of physical, developmental, and
emotional hezlth, and who can make this
information available as needed.

DEVELOPMENTAL HEALTH

Has the child received a developmental
evaluation by a provider with experience in child
development?

Young foster children often exhibit substantial
delays in cognition, language, and behavicr. In fact,
one half of the chiidren in foster care show
develoomental delay that is approximately four to
five times the rate of delay found in children in the
genera! population.® Early evaluation can identify
developmental problems and can help caregivers
better understand and address the child’s needs.

Developmental evaluations provice young chiidren
who have identified delays with access to two
federal entitlement programs:
* The Early Intervention Program for children
under the age of three years, aiso known as Part
C of the IDEA [20 U.S.C. Section 1431 (2000)],
and
* The Preschool Special Education Grants
Program for children with disabilities between
the ages of three 1o five [20 U.S.C. Section
1419 (a) (2000)]."

Are the child and his or her family receiving the
necessary early intervention services, e.g.,
speech therapy, occupational therapy,
educational interventions, family support?

Finding help for young children may prevent further
developmental delays and may also improve the
guality of family life. Substantial evidence indicates
that early intervention is most effective during the
first three years of life, when the brain is establishing
the foundations for all developmental, social, and
cognitive domains. “The course of development
can be altered in early childhood by effective
interventions that change the balance between risk
and protection, thereby shifting the odds in favor
of more adaptive outcomes 5 Children with

developmental delays freguently perform more
poorly in school, have difficuity understanding and
expressing language, misunderstand social cues,
and show poor judgment,

Early intervention provides an array of services
including  hearing and vision screening,
occupational, speech and physical therapy, and
special instruction for the child, as well as family
support services to enable parents to enhance their
child’s development. Such services can help children
benefit from a more successful and satisfying
educational experiance, including improved pesr
relationships.’ Foster children can be referred for
early intervention and special education services by
parents, health care workers, or social service
workers. Early intervention services are an
entitiement for all children from birth to three years
and their famiiies as part of Part C, IDEA. Both
biological and foster families can receive Early
Intervention Family Support Services to enhance a
child’s development.

PMENTAL HEALTH

Has the child received a mental health screening,
assessment, or evaluation?

Children enter foster care with adverse life
experiencas: family violence, neglect, exposure to
parental substance abuse or sericus mental illness,
homelessness, or chronic poverty. Once children are
placed in foster care, they must cope with the
separation and loss of their family members and the
uncertainty of out-of-hame care. The cumulative
effects of these experiences can create emotional
issues that warrant an initial screening, and,
sometimes, an assessment or evaluation by a mental
health professional. Compared with children from
the same sccioeconomic background, children in
the child welfare systern have much higher rates of
serious emotional and behavioral problems.” It is
important to both evaluate them ard offer
counseling and treatment services when needed so
that early difficulties are addressed and later
problems are prevenrted.

" Dicker, S. and Gordon, E., Connecting healthy development and permanency: A pivotal role for child welfare professionals

Permarnency Planning Today, Vol. 1, No, 1, pp. 12-15. 2000,
" Website: http //www nectac.org/default asp.

"* Shonkoff, J. P and Phillips, . A., From Neurons to Neighborheods: Committee on Integrating the Science of Early Childhood Development.

National Academy Press, Washington, D.C. 2000,

S American Speech-Language-Hearing Association, Frequently asked guestions: Helping children with communication disorders in the schoals
- speaking, listening, reading, and writing. American Speech-Language-Hearing Association websita, July 1, 2002
" Halfon, N, Berkowitz, G., and Kles, L, Development of an integrated case management grogram for vulnerable children.

Child Welfare, Vol 72, No. 4, pp. 379-3%6 1993,
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Children exhibiting certain behaviors may also signal
a need for a mental health assessment and
neurological and educational evaluations. Many of
the symptoms associated with juvenile emotional
and behavioral health problems can be alleviated if
addressed early. The American Academy of Child
and Adolescent Psychiatry recommends
assessments for infants who exhibit fussiness,
feeding and sleeping problems, and failure to
thrive." For toddlers, the Academy recommends
assessments for children exhibiting aggressive,
defiant, impulsive, and hyperactive behaviors,
withdrawal, extreme sadness, and sleep and eating
disorders.

Is the child receiving necessary infant mental
health services?

The incidence of emotional, behaviora!l, and
developmental problems among children in foster
care is three to six times greater than children in
the gereral population.® Children with emotional
and behavioral problems have a reduced likelihood
of reunification or adoption.?' Chiidren with
externalizing disorders, e.g., aggression and acting
out, have the lowast probability of exiting foster
care.” During infancy and early childhood, the
foundations are laid for the development of trusting
relationships, self-esteem, conscience, empathy,
problem solving, focused leaming, and impulse
control

To promote and facilitate permanency, children
identified with mental heaith problems should
receive care from a mental health professiona! who
can develop a treatment plan to strengthen the
child’s emotional and behavioral well-being with
caregivers. Services may include clinical
intervention, heme visiting, early care and
education, early intervention services, and caregiver
support for young children.

EDUCATIONAL/CHILDCARE
SETTING

Is the child enrolled in a high-quality early
childhood program?

Children cannot learn unless they are healthy and
safe. Children learn best in high-quality settings
when they have stable relationships with highly
skilled teachers.? Such programs nurture children,
protect their health and safety, and help ensure that
they are ready for schaol Early childhood programs
also provide much-needed support for caregivers.
Considerable research has indicated that early
education has a positive impact on school and life
achievement. Children who participate in early
childhood programs have higher rates of high
school completion, lower rates of juvenile arrest,
fewer violent arrests, and lower rates of dropping
out of school. Many foster children are eligible for
early childhood programs such as Head Start, Early
Head Start, and publicly funded pre-kindergarten
programs for four-year-oids.

Is the early childhood program knowledgeable
about the needs of children in the child welfare
system?

Most children are placed in foster care because of
abuse or neglect occurring within the context of
parental substance abuse, extreme poverty, mental
iflness, homelessnass, or physical disease, e.g.,
AIDS. As g result, a disproportionate number of
children placed in foster care come frem the
segment of the population with the fewest
psychosocial and financial resources and from
families that have few personal and extended
sources of support  For all of these reasons, it is
very important that these children’s child care staff
and teachers be well trained and gualified.

" American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, Practice parameters for the psychiatric assessment of infants and toddlers. Journal
of the American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, Vol. 36, (10 suppl.). 1997

¥ Ibid.

@ Marsenich, L, Evidence-based practices in mental health services for foster youth California Institute for Mental Health, March 2002

2 bid.
% Jbid.

* Greenough, W., Gunnar, M., Emde, N, Massinga, R., and Shonkofl, J., The impact of the caregiving environment on young children’s
development: Different ways of knowing. Zero to Three, Vol. 2%, pp. 16-23. 2001
# National Association far the Educarion of Young Children. Week of the young child: April 18-24. Early Years Are Learning Years, Vol 99, No.

6 1999,

* Reynolds, A, Temple, J., Robertson, D., and Mann, E.. Long-term effects of an early childhood intervention on educational achievernent and
juvenile arrest: A 15-year follow-up of low-income children in public schools. Journal of the Americar, Medical Association, Vol 285, No. 18, pp

233%-2344. 2002.

% National Commission on Family Foster Care, & Blueprint for Fostering Infants, Chiidren, and Youths in the 1990s. Child Welfars League of

America, Washington, D.C. 19971,
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Is the child placed with caregivers knowledgeable
about the social and emotional needs of infants
and toddlers in out-of-home placements,
especially young children who have been abused,
exposed to violence, or neglected?

Do the caregivers have access to information and
support related to the child’s unique needs?

Are the foster parents able to identify problem
behaviors in the child and seek appropriate
services?

Childhood abuse increases the cdds of future
delinguency and adult criminality by 40 percent.?”
Maltreated infants and toddiers are at risk for
insecure attachment, poor self-development, and
psychopathology.® Children in out-of-home
placements often exhibit a variety of problems
which may be beyand the skills of persons without
special knowledge or training. Therefore, foster
parents need and should receive information about
the child’s history and needs as well as appropriate
training.” Early interventions are key to minimizing
the long-term and permanent effects of traumatic
events on the developing brain and on behavioral
and emotional development. It is imperative that

caregivers seek treatment for their foster children
and themselves as soon as possible ®

Are all efforts being made to keep the child in
one consistent placement?

An adverse prenatal environmant, parental
depression or stress, drug exposure, malnutrition,
neglect, abuse, or physical or emotional trauma can
negatively impact a childs subsequent
development. Therefare, it is essential that all
children, especially young childran, are able to live
in a nurturing, supportive, and stimulating
environment.? It is crucial to try to keep children in
one, consistent, supportive placement so that they
can develop positive, secure attachment
relationships,

To develop into a psychologically healthy human
being, a child must have a relationship with an
adult who is nurturing, protective, and fosters
trust and security...Attachment to a primary
caregiver is essential to the development of
emotional security and social conscience.*

What happens during the first months and years
of life matters a lot, not because this period of
development provides an indelible blueprint for
adult well-being, but because it sets either a
sturdy or fragile stage for what follows.”

T Widem, 5., Tne role of placement experiences in mediaung the ciminal consequences of early childhood vicumizatien. Amerizan Journa:

of Orthopsychiatry, 81 {2}, pp. 195-20%. 1991

 Widom, C.§, Motvauons and mechanisms in the “cycle of violence.” In D. Hansen (Fd), Motivation and child malireaiment. Nebrasks

Symposium on Motivation, Vol 4, pp 1-37 2000,

* National Foster Parent Asscciation, Board manual: Goals, objectives, pesition statements, and by-laws. Gig Harbor, Washington. 1999
* Carnegie Task Force on Maeting the Needs of Young Children, Starting Pomts: Meeting the Needs of our Yourigest Children. New York, NY,

Carnegie Corporation. 1994
% Supra note
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~ QUESTIONS EVERY JUDGE AND LAWYER SHOULD ASK
ABOUT INFANTS AND TODDLERS IN THE CHILD WELFARE SYSTEM

PHYSICAL HEALTH

Has the child reccived a comprehensive heallh assessment since entering foster care?
Are the child's immunizations complete and up-to-date for his or her age?

Has the child received a hearing and vision screen?

Has the child been screened far lead exposure?

Has the child received ragular dental services?

Has the child been screened for communicable diseases?

Does the child have a "medical home" where he or she can receive coordinated,
comprehensive, continuous health care?

B ¥ K ¥ 3 2 3

DFVELOPMENTAL HEALTH

*  Has the child received a developmental evaluation by a provider with experience in
child development?

* Are the child and his or her family receving the necassary early intervention services,
e g., speech therapy, occupational therapy, educational intarventions, family
support?

MENTAL HEALTH

»  Has the child received a mental health screening, assessment, or evaluation?
w s the child receiving necessary infant mental health services?

EDUCATIONAL/CHILDCARE SETYHING

w s the child enrclled in a high-guality zarly childhood program?
# Isthe early childhood program knowledgeable about the needs of children in the child
welfare system?

PLACEME NT

= Is the child placed with caregivers knowledgeable about tha social and emotional
needs of infants and toddlers in out-of-home placements, especially young children
who have been abused, exposed to viglence, or neglected?

&= Do the caregivers have access to information and support related to the child’s unique
needs?

= Are the foster parents able to identify problem behaviors in the child and sesk
appropriate services?

= Ave all efforts being made to keep the child in one consistent placement?
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This publication was written by the Youth Justice Board
members and staff. The Youth Justice Board is a project of the
Center for Court Innovation, a public-private partnership
between the New York State Unified Court System and the
Fund for the City of New York that works to improve public
confidence in justice. The recipient of an Innovations in
American Government Award from the Ford Foundation and
Harvard University, the Center is an independent, non-partisan
think tank that works to reduce crime, aid victims, and
strengthen neighborhoods. The Center’s demonstration
projects include the award-winning Red Hook Community
Justice Center and Midtown Community Court.

The Youth Justice Board is supported by the Surdna
Foundation, W. Clement & Jessie V. Stone Foundation, W.T.
Grant Foundation, Helena Rubinstein Foundation, U.S.
Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Assistance, and New
York City Council.

Points of view and opinions in this document are the opinions
of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official
position or policies of the Center for Court Innovation or the
above-named foundations.

Cover artist: Michael, Youth Justice Board member. “This
illustration shows my vision of how Family Court could be.
For it to work well, you need everyone working together. And
for that, you need fundamentals like teamwork, trust and
responsibility. Court should not be a process where youth are
at the bottom of the ladder—everyone in the process should
reach out to youth, and youth can reach back. Youths’ lives
are at stake every time they enter that courtroom. We need to
improve the court process, to prepare them to go out into the
real world.”

June 2007




Dear Reader,

Many youth in care believe that they don’t have any say in what
goes on in their Family Court cases. They don’t know that they
can attend their court hearings and therefore do not. Our goal
is to get more youth involved in thelr court cases. We want
youth tc feel like they are included and can participate in
getting their lives on track. Youth are completely affected by
the court system and most don’t even know it. Their lives are
often planned out in the courtroom and though they will be the
ones living out the decisions made in court, they are not always
part of the planning. The courthouse is a very busy place with
many important people, but youth have to be informed that they
are just as impcortant as everyone else in that room.

This report is a result of focus groups that we conducted with
youth in care and interviews we conducted with judges, referees,
clerks, lawyers, social workers and child welfare experts in
order to find out everyone’s opinions on the court proccess,
youth participation and what challenges exist. Based on our
research, we think that the court process is improving, but we
need more youth involvement and some reinforcement of guidelines
and principles that already exist.

We hope that our recommendations will help promote more youth
participation, and help the court process run more smocthly for
everyone involved. While we understand that ocur recommendations
alone will not make the permanency planning system perfect, we
believe that they can launch some things that need to be done in
order to create pocsitive change for everyone. We hope that you
not only enjoy reading our report, but that you realize how
improved youth participaticn change can positively affect not
only youth, but judges, caseworkers, law guardians, referees,
and all other key people in the court system.

Sincerely,

The Youth Justice Board
Tﬂeresa j\}aﬂfe M \,ﬂ\@w\‘&
Michoel  (Joudle. KedWw T“'\t‘\}?"\
W [’é)( 1 ’9” b F s i
J&Qf@. | %M wﬂ /f(
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