DCFS Children’s Mental Health Programs
LIST OF FEDERAL PRIVACY RIGHTS


Information concerning health issues is protected under federal privacy laws and regulations.  DCFS is obligated to conform to these mandates as a provider of health care services.  DCFS staff is limited by these mandates in disclosing health information to other DCFS providers and non-DCFS providers and community agencies (see Attachment J-1 & J-2: Notice of Privacy Practices).

The client and/or legally responsible person may consent to DCFS sharing private health information.  In some situations, DCFS may share this information without client or legal guardian consent, pursuant to federal regulations.

The Notice of Privacy Practices describes what rights clients and/or legal guardians have with regard to whether DCFS may or may not share health information and with whom this information may be shared.

The Notice of Privacy Practices is reviewed with the client and legally responsible person at intake and admission.  Once this review has occurred and all questions have been answered, the Acknowledgement of Receipt of Notice of Privacy Practices is signed by the legal guardian and, if developmentally and clinically appropriate, the client. DCFS staff is also required to sign this acknowledgment and note if the legally responsible person or client did not sign the document and the reasons these signatures were not obtained. The original signed copy of this acknowledgement is kept in the client record and a copy is provided to the legally responsible person and, if clinically and developmentally appropriate, the client.   
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